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Articles:

o Among 38 Nations, US is the Outlier When it Comes to Paid Parental Leave. Pew
Research Center. 12/12/2013. “Of the 38 countries represented, the U.S. is the only one
that does not mandate any paid leave for new mothers.” Read more

o A New Years Resolution [for White Madisonians]: Get Called a Racist. The Isthmus.
1/1/2014. “the only way you can really avoid getting called a racist is to avoid situations
where you may accidentally look like a racist. That means avoiding conversations where
you may be uncomfortable, staying away from situations that challenge your worldview,
and staying in a nice warm bubble of mostly white people.” Read more

e A Rare Elected Voice for Socialism Pledges to Be Heard in Seattle. New York Times.
12/29/2013. “Newly elected, Kshama Sawant (pronounced SHAH-mah sah-WANT)
heartily embraces the [socialist] label. Ask her about almost any problem facing America
today, and her answer will probably include the “S” word as the best and most
reasonable response. Socialism is the path to real democracy, she says. Socialism
protects the environment. Socialism is the best hope for young people who have seen
their options crushed by the tide of low-wage, futureless jobs in the post-recession
economy.” Read more

e A $10.10 Minimum Wage Could Life About 5 Million Out of Poverty. Huffington Post.
1/2/2014. “If Congress were to go through with a plan backed by President Barack Obama
to raise the minimum wage from $7.25 an hour to $10.10 an hour, it would reduce the
poverty rate among Americans between the ages of 18 and 64 by as much as 1.7
percentage points, a study released Monday from University of Massachusetts-Amherst
economist Arindrajit Dube finds. That would bring about 4.6 million people out of
poverty directly and reduce the ranks of the nation's poor by 6.8 million, accounting for
longer-term effects.” Read more

o Benefits Ending for One Million Unemployed. New York Times. 12/27/2013. “The
program, in place since the recession started in 2008, provides up to 47 weeks of
supplemental unemployment insurance payments to jobless people looking for work. Its
expiration is expected to have far-reaching ramifications for the economy, cutting job
growth by about 300,000 positions next year and pushing hundreds of thousands of
households below the poverty line.” Read more

e Can a City Really ‘End’ Homelessness? The Atlantic. 12/26/2013. “The strategies that
[Phoenix] is using to end chronic homelessness among veterans are the exact same
strategies that we’re going to use to end chronic homelessness among the broader
population. This model — doing right by our veterans — is exactly how we’re going to do
right by the larger population.” Read more
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Democrats Turn to Minimum Wage as 2014 Strategy. New York Times. 12/29/2013. “The
effort to take advantage of growing populism among voters in both parties is being
coordinated by officials from the White House, labor unions and liberal advocacy groups.
In a series of strategy meetings and conference calls among them in recent weeks, they
have focused on two levels: an effort to raise the federal minimum wage, which will be
pushed by President Obama and congressional leaders, and a campaign to place state-
level minimum wage proposals on the ballot in states with hotly contested congressional
races.” Read more

How the Notion of Retirement for Workers Took Root. Washington Post. 12/30/2013.
“The United States created Social Security in 1935 and added Medicare health benefits
for the elderly in 1965. In the 1980s, many countries lowered the age at which people
could retire and collect full benefits. This step was part of an effort to clear older
workers out of the labor force to make way for the young. Now, governments are
reversing those policies and raising retirement ages to prevent aging populations from
breaking their budgets. And older people, who now enjoy better health, are working
longer again: In the United States, 18.6 percent of people 65 and older were working or
looking for work as of November.” Read more

How Scarcity Trap Affects Our Thinking, Behavior. National Public Radio. 1/2/2014. “A
Harvard economist finds there are psychological connections between the bad financial
planning of many poor people and the poor time management of busy professionals. In
both cases, he finds the experience of scarcity causes biases in the mind that exacerbate
problems.” Read more

Justified Anger: Rev. Alex Gee Says Madison is Failing its African-American
Community. The Cap Times; Wisconsin State Journal. 12/18/2013. “My experience is that
many white Madisonians have an inordinate fear of being seen as racist. That fear is so
paralyzing that it impedes honest dialogue about discrimination, systemic racism and
white privilege. A white colleague recently told me that many of their white peers feel
that short of being murdered, nothing is worse than being called a racist. I responded by
stating that if people exerted the same energy identifying, challenging and dismantling
unjust systems as they did fearing being called racist, we could change society.” Read
more

Krugman Nails WSJ Pulitzer Winner for Misleading Inequality Claim. Huffington Post.
1/2/2014. “’In his piece Stephens trashes Obama, accusing him of making a factual error
when he did no such thing; then proceeds to commit just about every statistical sin you
can imagine in an attempt to minimize the rise in inequality,” Krugman wrote. ‘In the
process he leaves his readers more ignorant than they were before.”” Read more

Red, Blue States Move in Opposite Directions in a New Era of Single-Party Control.
Washington Post. 12/28/2013. “Control of the levers of power has produced competing
Americas. One is grounded in principles of lean and limited government and on
traditional values; the other is built on a belief in the essential role of government and
on tenets of cultural liberalism.” Read more

Report Underlines Milwaukee Area’s Jobs Issue: Transportation. Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel. 12/28/2013. “A report released recently by the Public Policy Forum identified
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10 job hubs that would most benefit from transit connections with Milwaukee, mostly
industrial parks in suburban cities like Germantown and New Berlin. But when
researchers modeled new bus routes for reverse commuters, there were a host of
problems: unsustainable costs, distances that are too far to walk from bus stops to
workplaces, unreasonable commute times and more.” Read more

Study: Expanding Medicaid Doesn’t Reduce ER Trips. It Increases Them. Washington
Post. 1/2/2014. “’I would view it as part of a broader set of evidence that covering people
with health insurance doesn't save money," says Jonathan Gruber, a health economist at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. ‘That was sometimes a misleading motivator
for the Affordable Care Act. The law isn't designed to save money. It's designed to
improve health, and that's going to cost money.” Read more

Taking Office, de Blasio Vows to Fix Inequity. New York Times. 1/2/2014. “In his
inaugural address, Mayor de Blasio described social inequality as a “quiet crisis” on a
par with the other urban cataclysms of the city’s last half-century, from fiscal collapse to
crime waves to terrorist attacks, and said income disparity was a struggle no less urgent
to confront.” Read more

The New Inequality: Health Care. CNN Money. 12/18/2013. “Inequality between the rich
and the poor is on the rise, and we're not just talking income. The wealthy are also
getting better access to health care, as well as better treatment. This growing gap is
showing up in some surprising ways. ‘The inequality is really driven by the higher end,’
said Thomas LaVeist, director of the Hopkins Center for Health Disparities Solutions.
‘Most economically advantaged people are getting so much better care than they were
even 10 years ago.”” Read more

Why Universal Pre-K Would Be Good for Poor and Well-Off Families Alike. The Atlantic.
12/20/2013. “Economists Elizabeth U. Cascio and Diane Whitmore Schanzenbach have
concluded that model state preschool programs in Georgia and Oklahoma boosted math
scores for low-income children as late as eighth grade, while also increasing the odds
that their mothers would work, and that they'd spend quality time with their children.
These universal programs also benefited higher-income families, who shifted in large
numbers from private to public preschool.” Read more

Policy, Reports & Tools:

Affordable Care Act Medicaid Expansion (INFOGRAPHIC). Washington Post. “Twenty-
five states and the District — more than half of which are operating state-run health
insurance exchanges — are expanding Medicaid coverage in 2014.” See here

Cutting Back Unemployment Benefits (INFOGRAPHIC). New York Times. 12/27/2013.
See here
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e Economic Snapshot December 2013: Christian Weller on the State of the Economy.
Center for American Progress. 12/19/2013. “The current economy only works for those
lucky few with high incomes who depend in large measure on corporate profits through
dividends and stock market gains for their financial well-being. Income inequality stayed
high and increased throughout the recovery. Corporate profits recovered more quickly
than in previous recoveries to very high levels. Policymakers need to focus on building
an economy that works for everybody. This will not happen overnight and will require a
wide range of comprehensive policies to grow the economy from the middle out. Such
policies include investments in education, higher minimum wages, more opportunities to
join a union, and better help for people who want to save.” Read more

e Health Inequalities in the EU: Final Report of a Consortium. Sir. Michael Marmot.
December 2013. “This report provides an outline of new evidence on health inequalities
in the European Union (EU) and the policy response at EU and national level to health
inequalities since 2009.” Read more

o Integrating Social Determinants of Health Into Towa Healthcare Systems. Primary
Health Care in Des Moines, IA, recognized the need to quantify the impact of enhanced
services on health outcomes. This infographic illustrates the impact of SDH on health,
describes the success that we have had in our high risk populations, and presents gaps
that must be addressed in order to positively impact a great number of Iowans. See here

e Real Family Values: Flexible Work Arrangements and Work-Life Fit. Center for
American Progress. 12/19/2013. “Strong families are built through care. In addition to
daily love and affection, families need to know that they can care for their children, sick
family members, and elderly relatives. Only a generation ago, most families used to have
a full-time stay-at-home caregiver, usually the mother. But today, the majority of parents
work, including 90.8 percent of fathers and 63.3 percent of mothers, and only one in five
children has a stay-at-home parent. Most families require this income in order to make
ends meet, but all too often the ways in which workplaces are structured create needless
conflict between home and work.” Read more

e Robert Rubin’s Graphs of the Year: Education attainment by income level. Washington
Post. 12/31/2013. See here

o The South is America’s High-School Dropout Factory (MAPS). The Atlantic. 12/18/2013.
“Some states compete with the best school systems in the world. Some seem to be racing
for the bottom. Today, I wanted to offer up three vivid illustrations of how educationally
balkanized we really are, courtesy of the Census Bureau's delightful new interactive
data-mapping tool.” See here

e The 13 Most Important Charts of 2013 (INFOGRAPHIC). Huffington Post. 12/21/2013.
See here

Websites:
e Low Income Population Scorecard Overall Rank: 2013. Commonwealth Fund. Map here

Webinars & Videos:
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Streamlining Childcare Subsidies: Better for Families and State Agencies. Spotlight on
Poverty and Opportunity. Jan.10™, 2014; 2-3pm CST. “Work Supports Strategies (WSS) is
a multi-year, multi-foundation funded effort to design, test, and implement more
effective, streamlined, and integrated approaches to delivering supports for low-income
working families, including health coverage, nutrition assistance, and child care
subsidies. Six states are currently serving as pilot sites.The audio call will also examine
issues such as how a conservative state embraced safety net programs; the effectiveness
of particular streamlining strategies; and what lessons from WSS can be applied to child
care and other programs in the other 44 states. Register here

The Opportunity: Creating a Culture of Health. Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.
January 14™ 2013. 1:30pm. “Building on its original work from 2009—which helped
advance a national movement to address non-medical factors that affect our health—the
RWJF Commission to Build a Healthier America will release new recommendations on a
webinar event featuring Commission Co-Chairs Mark McClellan and Alice Rivlin,
Commissioners will offer recommendations covering three key areas: Prioritizing
investments in America’s youngest children; Encouraging leaders in different sectors to
work together to create communities where healthy decisions are possible; and
Challenging health professionals and health care institutions to expand their focus from
treating illness to helping people live healthy lives. Register here

Conferences, Presentations & Talks:

Michigan Conference on Complex Systems, Health Disparities and Population Health.
Feb 24-25, 2014. The National Institutes of Health Natcher Conference Center in
Bethesda, MD, join scholars and practitioners from the United States and abroad to
learn about and see examples of how complex systems science can help guide our
research and policy efforts to eliminate health disparities and improve the health of our
population. Registration is free.
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