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e Americans Vastly Overestimate How Diverse the Country Really Is. The Atlantic.
10/22/2013. “In a future when minorities make up an ever-larger share of the U.S.
population, it will be more crucial than ever to close education and income gaps, lest the

Articles:

country leave behind the most rapidly growing share of its future workforce. But that's not
an obvious case to make to skeptics who believe that inequality is a natural byproduct of
economic success, or that addressing it head-on would hinder rather than help the
economy.” Read more

e Ailing Midwestern Cities Extend a Welcoming Hand to Immigrants. New York Times.
10/6/2013. “Fighting back from the ravages of industrial decline, this city adopted a novel
plan two years ago to revive its economy and its spirits: become a magnet for immigrants.
Working with local organizations, the city found interpreters for public offices, added
foreign-language books in libraries and arranged for English classes. Teachers went back to
school to learn other languages. Local groups gave courses for immigrants opening small
businesses and helped families of refugees and foreign students.” Read more

e American Education Isn’t Mediocre, It’s Deeply Unequal. The Atlantic. 10/24/2013. “A new
report from the National Center for Educational Statistics...attempts to rank how individual
states compare internationally on education, and shows a wide gap between the highest-
performing states and the lowest: Massachusetts does quite well against other countries,
while Mississippi, Alabama, and the District of Columbia do poorly.” Read more

e Growing Up Poor Changes Children’s Brains and May Even Shorten Their Lives. Think
Progress. 10/22/2013. “[Recent study shows]...Living in poverty at a young age can cause
long-lasting changes in brain development which contribute to difficulties in regulating of
emotions and future devastating health outcomes, including mental illness and high
mortality and morbidity in adulthood.” Read more

o Here Comes the Neighborhood. New York Times. 10/19/2013. “Many suburbanites balk at
the prospect of affordable housing in their midst. They fear that when poor people move
next door crime, drugs, blight, bad public schools and higher taxes inevitably follow. Years
later, evidence shows the well-off residents of the neighborhood town have been unaffected
by the new low-income housing. [Yet] ..the families that migrated to Mount Laurel —
earning from 10 to 60 percent of median income — obtained more than a nicer house. They
secured a new lease on life, a pathway out of poverty for the adults and a solid education for
the children.” Read more
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How Crummy, Rundown Housing Harms the Children Who Live in It. The Atlantic.
10/24/2013. “Children in more derelict housing had lower average reading and math skills.
They had more emotional and behavioral problems. And as families moved over time into
worse housing, the children functioned less well, too.” Read more

Instead of Raises, McDonalds Tells its Workers to Sign Up For Food Stamps. The Atlantic.

10/24.2013. “Not paying your workers enough, then directing them to federal programs like
food stamps is apparently one of the ways that McDonald's inflates its hefty profits.” Read

more

Language Gap Study Bolsters a Push For Pre-K. New York Times. 10/21/2013. “A recent
study showed affluent children had learned 30 percent more words in the intervening
months than the children from low-income homes. At a time when a majority of public
schoolchildren in about a third of the states come from low-income families...those who are
pushing for higher preschool enrollment say that investing in the youngest children could
save public spending later on.” Read more

Milwaukee Teen Birth Rate Drops 50% in 7 Years After City Effort. Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel. 10/23/2013. “Milwaukee's teen birthrate has dropped by 50% over the past seven
years — surpassing by three years and 4 percentage points a goal set by one of the most
ambitious teen pregnancy prevention initiatives in the nation.” Read more

New Front in the Fight With Infant Mortality. New York Times. 10/22/2013. “The Affordable
Care Act, should offer broad[er], consistent access to care for all women. It puts a lot of
emphasis on prevention and fostering healthy behavior. It could help reduce unwanted
pregnancies, which often lead to premature births, or even relieve the financial stress of
going without adequate health care. If it cut into the United States’ rate of infant deaths, it
might offer a new perspective on government’s ability to address the nation’s health and,
perhaps, other social dysfunctions.” Read more

Study: Poor Children Are Now the Majority in American Public Schools in South, West. The
Washington Post. 10/16/2013. “A majority of students in public schools throughout the
American South and West are low-income for the first time in at least four decades,
according to a new study that details a demographic shift with broad implications for the
country.” Read more

The Grim Math of the Working Class Housing Crisis. The Atlantic. 10/22/2013. “The number
of people living at the edge of homelessness has been increasing even more rapidly.
Between 2010 and 2011, the number of poor people living “doubled up” in households — and
thus at higher risk of experiencing homelessness — was up by 9.5 percent nationally,
increasing in all but 11 states...[and] Families that experience homelessness, and those at
risk of homelessness, almost by definition lack the financial resources to make a move to
some cheaper place hundreds or thousands of miles away.” Read more

The Middle Class Gets Wise. New York Times. 10/19/2013. “Faced with unemployment and
dim job prospects, Americans made one significant change that should alter their fortunes
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and those of the middle class for decades: they went back to school...and the income
mobility problem that drives policy makers nuts disappears for those who get a degree.
Those born into the middle three income quintiles were more than twice as likely to reach
the top income quintile if they possessed a college degree compared with those who did
not.” Read more

e Three Fourths of Hispanics Say Their Community Needs a Leader. Pew Research: Hispanic
Trends Project. 10/22/2013. “Three-quarters of Latinos living in the U.S. say that their
community needs a national leader, but about the same share either cannot name one or
don’t believe one exists, according to a new national survey.” Read more

Policy, Reports & Tools:

RWHC Eye On Health

“The best way to look better on their quality
report card 1s to have patients with better
education, income and hifestyle.”

e Building An All-In Nation: A View from the American Public. Center for American Progress,
Policy Link, Rockefeller Foundation, & LatinoDecisions. October 2013. “CAP and
PolicyLink joined with the Rockefeller Foundation and Latino Decisions to assess how
Americans view issues of rising diversity and policy proposals to better integrate these
communities into the mainstream of American society and its economy.” Read more

e Getting Equity Advocacy Results (GEAR). Policy Link. “An interactive look at benchmarks
and strategies to track equity advocacy.” Read more

e Prevalence of Obesity Among Adults: United States, 2011-2012. CDC October 2013.
“Disparities in obesity prevalence continue to exist. Newly available data show a lower
prevalence of obesity among non-Hispanic Asian adults than among non-Hispanic white,
non-Hispanic black, and Hispanic adults. At a given body mass index (BMI) level, body fat
may vary by age, sex, and racial and ethnic group.” Read more
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http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/10/19/the-middle-class-gets-wise/?gwh=7FE1A9E609C938A639BF8BDC4B20ED02&_r=0
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http://www.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/AllInNation-1.pdf
http://www.policylink.org/site/c.lkIXLbMNJrE/b.8360755/k.4160/GETTING_EQUITY_ADVOCACY_RESULTS.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db131.htm

e Public Health Reports: Applying Social Determinants of Health to Public Health Practice.
2013 Read more

o Racial Equity Impact Analysis toolkit. Applied Research Center. “A Racial Equity Impact
Assessment (REIA) is a systematic examination of how different racial and ethnic groups
will likely be affected by a proposed action or decision. REIAs are used to minimize
unanticipated adverse consequences in a variety of contexts, including the analysis of
proposed policies, institutional practices, programs, plans and budgetary decisions. The
REIA can be a vital tool for preventing institutional racism and for identifying new options
to remedy long-standing inequities.” Download toolkit here

e The Business Case for Racial Equity. Altarum Institute & Kellog Foundation. October 2013.
“The data and comprehensive analysis outlined in the pages ahead demonstrate how race,
class, residential segregation and income levels all work together to hamper access to
opportunity. With these proof points in hand, our partners across the country voice their
concerns for vulnerable children and families - to find the support needed to advance racial
healing and racial equity.” Read more

e The Opportunity Index tool. 2013. “The Opportunity Index focuses on the conditions
present in different communities and is designed to connect economic, academic, civic and
other factors together to help identify concrete solutions to lagging conditions for
opportunity and economic mobility. Developed by Measure of America and Opportunity
Nation, the Index gives policymakers and community leaders a powerful tool to advance
opportunity-related issues and work, advocate for positive change and track progress over
time. The Index measures 16 indicators, and scores all 50 states plus Washington DC on a
scale of 0-100 each year.” See more

¢ The State of Women of Color in the United States. Center for American Progress. October
2013. “This report examines the current state of women of color in the United States across
various indicators of prosperity, given trends over the past two decades. The report also
focuses on recent changes from the start of the Great Recession in 2007 through the
recovery, which began in June 2009, to the present day. Where available, we offer specific
data points on various racial and ethnic groups as we present the issues of greatest
importance to women of color.” Read more

e Towards a 21st Century Approach: Advancing a Vision for Prevention and Public Health.
Prevention Institute. October 2013. “The goal of Towards a 21st Century Approach:
Advancing a Vision for Prevention and Public Health is to sketch a multifaceted set of
practices that will enable health advocates and practitioners to help people thrive.” Read
more

Websites:

e Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) data available on Community Commons mapping
website. Here
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e UN Women Ad Series Reveals Widespread Sexism. 10/21/2013. More here

Webinars & Videos:

e How Brains Are Built (Video) Alberta Family Wellness Initiative. 10/13/2013. “The AFWI is
pleased to announce the launch of our first animated video, which presents the core story of
brain development in an accessible and visually engaging format for public audiences.”
Watch here

e How the Federal Tax Code is Driving Inequity and What You Can Do About It. Policy Link.
Thursday November 7" 2013 1-2pm. “Deliberations about reforming the federal tax code —
including discussions about the cost and benefits of various tax expenditures — are
underway in Congress. These discussions provide a unique window of opportunity for
advocates to call for a more inclusive, progressive, and equitable tax code — one that
provides fair benefits toall U.S. households. Please join the Asset Funders Network,
PolicyLink, and co-hosts (listed below) for this upcoming webinar about why tax reform
matters and opportunities for change.”Register here

e Social Media, Public Health and the Social Determinants of Health. National Collaborating
Centre for Determinants of Health. Nov 12, 2013 1-2:30pm. Building on discussions with
members of the Health Equity Clicks: online community, and through interaction with
webinar participants, we will explore the following questions: How are public health
organizations using social media to share evidence about the social determinants of health,
and engage others in this work? What strategies can be used to capture and evaluate these

efforts? Register here

e Wealth Inequality in America. Watch here

Conferences, Presentations & Talks:

e Health Through a Lavender Lens: Cultural Competence With LGBTQ Clients/Patients. UW
Madison Continuing Studies. Madison—Nov 6™ 9-4pm. “This course is designed to guide
clinicians and clinical staff through practical applications and considerations that may help
LGBTQ-identified patients and clients overcome barriers to care. We review and discuss
recommendations from the Human Rights Campaign Foundation, Gay and Lesbian Medical
Association, and the Dept. of Health and Human Services Office of Minority Health.”

Register here

e Mexican “Retornados” and Families in Mexico: The Impact of the Migration Experience.
Prof. Maria de la luz Pérez Padilla from Universidad de Guadalajara - San Juan de los
Lagos. Friday, Nov. 22, 4-5:30 pm 206 Ingraham Hall University of Wisconsin-Madison.
“Prof. Pérez Padilla will talk about her research about how returning migrants are re-
integrated back into their families and communities when they return home to Mexico. She
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http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2013/10/women-should-ads
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will discuss her preliminary findings about their experiences, based on closed and open-
ended questions and psychological scales.”

Race, Families and Milwaukee Summit. Aurora Health Care. Oct 30" Milwaukee. “Our
community has a rich history of courageous faith leaders and people of faith taking on
difficult issues and concerns. Yet we know disparities and inequalities in health, education,
housing and income continue to fall along racial lines threatening the future viability of
Milwaukee as a whole. Can faith-based self-inquiry and action be a game changer in our
community's future?” Register here



https://www.aurorahealthcare.org/events/_hidden/sec/register.asp?Location=Location1&ID=9585

