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Articles:

e Can These $20,000 Houses Save the American Dream? Slate. 5/19/2014. “Rural Studio
launched its affordable housing program in 2005. We looked at the omnipresent
American trailer park, where homes, counterintuitively, depreciate each year they are
occupied. We wanted to create an attractive small house that would appreciate in value
while accommodating residents who are unable to qualify for credit.” Read more

e Doctors Can’t Research the Health of Black Men, Because They Keep Getting Sent to
Prison. Vox. 5/13/2014. “When the US government banned prisoners from participating
in medical research back in 1978, it was trying to protect their health. But the move may
have inadvertently skewed decades of medical research — particularly research into
racial inequalities in health. A new study suggests that some of the biggest medical
studies of the last few decades may have seriously distorted data on African-American
men.” Read more

e Does College Pay? NYTimes. 5/9/2014. “In the 1980s and 1990s, college grads strongly
outpaced high school grads. But since then, the better pay performance of college grads
is due to high school students losing ground, not to college grads pulling ahead. I am not
trying to talk anyone out of going to college. Graduating from college still means better
job prospects...What’s missing from the picture is a thriving economy to employ college
graduates in jobs that require advanced education. With too few jobs, there is also too
little competition for workers to drive wages up in the jobs that do exist.” Read more

e Failing Economy, Failing Health. Harvard School of Public Health. 2014. “Five years
after the Great Recession officially came to an end, the United States has yet to fully
recover from the economic devastation sparked by the collapse of an $8 trillion housing
bubble...But while the economic costs of the downturn have drawn the lion’s share of
attention, the damage to our bodies could end up far surpassing the damage to our bank
accounts...It’s not surprising that President Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal—the panoply
of social and economic programs enacted between 1933 and 1938 and credited with
pulling the country out of the Great Depression—has been described as a massive public
health program. Not only does wealth make health, but health makes wealth—in part
because healthier people are more productive and less likely to cost health care dollars.
These findings suggest that a national focus on improving Americans’ health even in
economic downtimes can be part of an overall economic stimulus.” Read more

e Foreclosures May Raise Neighbors Blood Pressure, Study Finds. Washington Post.
5/12/2014. “The stress of living near a foreclosed home may increase a person’s chances
of developing high blood pressure, according to research published Monday. While
foreclosures are known to drag down the values of neighboring properties, the new
research suggests that they can also undermine the health of the neighbors themselves.”
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How Being Poor Makes You Sick. The Atlantic. 5/21/2014. “It’s well known that low-
income people aren’t as healthy...When doctors treat poor patients, they’re facing not
just one ailment, but two: the illness itself, and the economic fragility that underlies it.
Our society in general has looked at the issue of poverty in two ways: either a social
problem, or a mental-health problem...But it's also a serious medical problem.” Read
more

‘If You’re Trying and Not Succeeding, the Welfare System Today Give you Basically
Nothing.” Washington Post. 5/13/2014. “Spending on welfare programs has expanded, but
increasingly, it's not the worst-off who are on the receiving end...The distinction
between who we're effectively helping and who we're not has grown sharper since the
1980s. Today, the "deserving" are working, married and have children. The undeserving
are single parents, childless adults and anyone who's out of work and so doesn't qualify
for tax breaks.” Read more

Income Inequality: Where’s the Tipping Point? Tamarack Institute. 5/8/2014. “I am not
an economist, but it seems to me that income inequality has substantive potential to
negatively impact consumerism, home ownership, health care affordability, and so on. If
most of the money resides in the very few, the rest will have proportionately fewer
dollars to spend on necessities, much less on all those extras that fuel profits and, I
imagine, the wealth of the one percent. There is this odd notion that we are all
connected and that if we don't pay attention to that, everyone will -- or most everyone --
will suffer. There's got to be a tipping point somewhere down the road. I am concerned
it's not all that far from here.” Read more

It’s Now the Canadian Dream. New York Times. 5/14/2014. “The American dream is not
just a yearning for affluence, but also for the chance to overcome barriers and social
class, to become the best that we can be. Adams acknowledged that the United States
didn’t fully live up to that ideal, but he argued that America came closer than anywhere
else. Adams was right at the time, and for decades...Yet today the American dream has
derailed, partly because of growing inequality. Or maybe the American dream has just
swapped citizenship, for now it is more likely to be found in Canada or Europe — and a
central issue in this year’s political campaigns should be how to repatriate it.” Read
more

Judges are Ready for Gay Marriage—But Are the People? The Atlantic. 5/16/2014. “The
legal battle over same-sex marriage is about to take on a new feel. It's moving south, to
the places in America where people feel the strongest moral opposition to
homosexuality...it’s unclear what the cultural reverberations will be. Perhaps the trend
toward acceptance of the gay community will continue; as same-sex marriage becomes
legal in more and more states, it will probably start to seem less novel and more
mundane, just like every other marriage. This might help people feel more comfortable
with homosexuality in general. Cultural changes started the chain reaction of
legalization, and in turn, that chain reaction has helped shape culture.” Read more

Nostalgia For What’s Been Lost Since ‘Brown V. Board.” National Public Radio.
5/17/2014. ““Not even the fact that Americans elected a black president — twice — mean
that discrimination is over. The belief by some opinion-makers that President Obama's
election has moved America into an era where race is no longer central, let alone
relevant,’ says UCLA’s Stevenson, ‘causes many black Americans more than a little
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cognitive dissonance. ‘In this 'post-racial' society, what African-Americans, I believe,
feel, it's not post-racial...We're still evolving as a society in which race is extremely
important and has differential impact on different groups.’ To ignore the disparate
impact is to ignore reality.” Read more

Notes from a Fast Food Protest. The Atlantic. 5/19/2014. “Here in New York, the
[protesting] goal is a new $15 minimum wage and the formation of a union without
retaliation. Currently, the minimum wage in New York is $8 an hour. But minimum
wages are not hard to live on only because of the smallness of the compensation, but
because of all the other ways in which minimum-wage workers do not have control over
their lives. “They pay so little that you cannot accumulate even a couple of hundred
dollars to help you make the transition to a better-paying job. They often give you no
control over your work schedule, making it impossible to arrange for child care or take a
second job.”” Read more

Piketty’s Arguments Still Hold Up After Taxes. NYTimes. 5/8/2014. “Critics are correct
that inequality analysts, including Mr. Piketty, should look at the impact of taxes and
transfers. But if they’re fact driven, what they find will not alter their view about the
upward trajectory of inequality...Instead of hacking away at the safety net, the data
reveal the need to preserve it while increasing the quantity and quality of employment
opportunities and the real growth rate of earnings for the majority of the work force.”
Read more

Poverty is Not a State of Mind. New York Times. 5/18/2014. “The roles of privilege,
structural inequities and discriminatory policies seem to have little weight, and the
herculean efforts of the working poor, who often toil at backbreaking work that the body
can’t long endure, seem invisible. That construct, that the poor are in some way
deficient, is a particularly poisonous and unsupportable position. And, by extension, the
proposition that people can simply love and marry — traditionally only — their way out
of poverty is supremely condescending.” Read more

Suburban Poverty: A Year of Lessons. Brookings Institute. 5/20/2014. “Over the course of
the last year, we’ve traveled to dozens of communities across the country to talk about
the rapid rise of suburban poverty, a trend experienced by almost every major metro
area in recent years, and what it means for residents, communities, policymakers, and
practitioners grappling with the shifting geography of poverty. Here are our top five
reflections from those travels...”

The Benefits of Mixing Rich and Poor. New York Times. 5/10/2014. “If Head Start is
going to realize its potential, it has to break out of the antipoverty mold. One promising
but unfortunately rarely used strategy is to encourage all youngsters, not just poor kids,
to enroll, with poor families paying nothing and middle-class families contributing on a
sliding scale. Students pick up language and get their cues about behavior from one
another, and decades of research has shown that poor students benefit academically
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from being educated with middle-class youngsters. “‘We need to think carefully about our
policies where the students are all poor.”” Read more

The Case for Reparations. The Atlantic. 5/21/2014. “American slavery is a deep wound
that has never been healed or fully atoned. Until we reckon with the moral debt we have
accrued—and the practical damage it has done to generations of black Americans—the
country fails to live up to its own ideals. Two hundred fifty years of slavery. Ninety years
of Jim Crow. Sixty years of separate but equal. Thirty-five years of racist housing policy.
Until we reckon with our compounding moral debts, America will never be whole.” Read
more

The Demographic Paradox of Who Bikes and Walks to Work. Washington Post.
5/11/2014. “These two graphs illustrate a transportation paradox: Alternatives to driving
in the United States are both a luxury for the well-off and a last resort for the poor.”
Read more

The Inhumanity of the Death Penalty. The Atlantic. 5/12/2014. “Living with racism in
America means tolerating a level of violence inflicted on the black body that we would
not upon the white body. This deviation is not a random fact, but the price of living in a
society with a lengthy history of considering black people as a lesser strain of humanity.
When you live in such a society, the prospect of incarcerating, disenfranchising, and
ultimately executing white humans at the same rate as black humans makes makes very
little sense. Disproportion is the point.” Read more

The Overwhelming Persistence of Neighborhood Poverty. The Atlantic. 5/20/2014.
“Perhaps the biggest urban policy question of the coming decades will be how to create
new pathways for opportunity for those living in places associated with entrenched
poverty. While much attention has focused on the plight of those who are displaced by
gentrification, the far more pressing issues center on the persistence of poverty and
disadvantage in the urban center.” Read more

The Problem of Health Inequity Unites Us All. Huffington Post. 5/17/2014. “Women are
receiving recommendations from their providers regarding diagnosis, prevention
strategies and medical treatments based on research that has not adequately included or
reported results on women. The alarm sounded by [a] new report has brought together
important forces to address this problem. The report calls for a multi-stakeholder
approach to advancing a Women's Health Equity Plan which involves movement on
many fronts including..” Read more

The Science of Your Racist Brain. Mother Jones. 5/9/2014. “Welcome to the world of
implicit racial biases, which research suggests are all around us, and which can be very
difficult for even the most well-intentioned person to control. But that doesn't mean we
can't do anything about them...while our society has made progress when it comes to
matters of race, subliminal categorization tendencies still permeate human behavior.
This much has been demonstrated in the lab multiple times, but here are some
noteworthy findings on the psychology of implicit racial bias...”

This Smart Girl Says Thank You. New York Times. 5/21/2014. “Poverty holds far more
girls hostage worldwide than any warlord...a reminder that helping people is harder
than it looks. But the bottom line is that a village girl of prodigious talent is now a star at
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a good school and potentially headed for college and a professional career — because
readers were willing to invest in her. We can urge passage in Congress of the
International Violence Against Women Act, stalled by Republican opposition. For that
matter, we can also improve our own schools. If a single aid group like Room to Read can
create opportunity for millions around the globe, think what we could do as a nation.”
Read more

e What I Realized When I Finally Decided to Sign Up for Food Stamps. The Huffington
Post. 5/14/2014. “They say you can't make good decisions if you're hungry. While I never
got to that, making decisions when you are worried about going hungry is just as bad.
Knowing that an essential need has been met by having the SNAP benefits has allowed
me to better concentrate on re-building my business, to make better decisions and not
constantly worry. The relief from that alone cannot be overstated.” Read more

o  What’s So Scary About Smart Girls? New York Times. 5/11/2014. “Why are fanatics so
terrified of girls’ education? Because there’s no force more powerful to transform a
society. The greatest threat to extremism isn’t drones firing missiles, but girls reading
books... More broadly, girls’ education can, in effect, almost double the formal labor
force. It boosts the economy, raising living standards and promoting a virtuous cycle of
development.” Read more

o  Where is the Inequality Problem? Nation of Change. 5/10/2014. “There are many
practical policies that can be adopted to reduce inequality...Focusing on the US, Jeffery
Frankel of Harvard University has suggested the elimination of payroll taxes for low-
income workers, a cut in deductions for high-income workers, and higher inheritance
taxes. Universal pre-school education would enhance long-term growth, as would a much
greater emphasis on lifetime adult education (my addition), possibly via online courses.
Carbon taxes would help mitigate global warming while raising considerable revenues.”
Read more

o  Who Gets to Graduate? New York Times. 5/15/2014. “When you look at the national
statistics on college graduation rates, there are two big trends that stand out right away.
The first is that there are a whole lot of students who make it to college — who show up
on campus and enroll in classes — but never get their degrees. The second trend is that
whether a student graduates or not seems to depend today almost entirely on just one
factor — how much money his or her parents make.” Read more

e Young People Want Equality But Struggle to Discuss Bias. National Public Radio.
5/15/2014. “[An MTYV poll] found that many values are shared across all racial groups,
like a strong sense of the importance of equality. But they also found that the
respondents seemed to lack historical perspective, which might not be too surprising
because of their ages. Another reason they may not have much historical perspective?
Race isn't something they talk about very much.” Read more

Policy, Reports & Tools:
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A Renewed Promise: How Promise Zones Can Help ReShape the Federal Place-Based
Agenda. Center for American Progress. 5/20/2014. “The Promise Zones initiative is
designed to revitalize high-poverty communities through comprehensive, evidence-based
strategies and help local leaders navigate federal funding. Promise Zones designees—
five in the first round announced in January—receive priority access to federal
resources to support job creation, increase economic security, expand educational
opportunities, increase access to quality, affordable housing, and improve public safety.”
Read more

Children of Immigrants: 2011 State Trends Update. Urban Institute. May 2014. “This
brief presents data highlights from the 2010 and 2011 American Community Surveys.
The statistics presented in this brief and interactive maps can be accessed through the
Children of Immigrants Data Tool web site.” See more here

Collateral Damage: Scheduling Challenges for Workers in Low-Wage Jobs and Their
Consequences. National Women’s Law Center. April 2014. “This fact sheet outlines five
of the most common scheduling challenges faced by workers in low-wage jobs and
explains their prevalence and detrimental impact on workers and their families.” See
here

Commitment to Equity. Center for Inter-American Policy and Research, Tulane
University & Inter-American Dialogue. “The Commitment to Equity (CEQ) was designed
to analyze the impact of taxation and social spending on inequality and poverty in
individual countries, and provide a roadmap for governments, multilateral institutions,
and nongovernmental organizations in their efforts to build more equitable societies.”
See tool

Explaining the Gender Wage Gap. Center for American Progress. 5/19/2014. “The most
commonly cited statistic for the gender wage gap asserts that women earn only 77 cents
for every dollar earned by men. However, a great deal of contention surrounds statistics
measuring and quantifying the gender wage gap, and this confusion is not entirely
without merit. This issue brief explains how the wage gap is calculated, why the numbers
are not all the same, and what causes are driving the most commonly cited 77-cent
figure.” Read more

Equity & Empowerment Lens: Multnomah County. [Changed made March 2014] “The
Equity and Empowerment Lens, which has a racial justice focus, embodies social
responsibility as a quality improvement process and tool. The Lens reflects upon and
evaluates the effectiveness of a policy, program or practice in regards to the fair and just
distribution of resources and representation.” Read more

How Expanded Learning Time Boosts Student Achievement and Closes Opportunity
Gaps. Center for American Progress. 5/19/2014. “The Center for American Progress has
developed a policy definition of expanded learning time. To be effective, the concept of
expanded learning time requires the complete redesign of a school’s educational
program in a way that combines academics with enrichment for a well-rounded student
experience and supports teachers by giving them more time for planning, collaboration,
and professional development. Expanded learning time is a promising strategy for
closing both the achievement and opportunity gaps. Here’s how...”
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Improving Population Health: Ideas and Action. UW Madison Population Health
Institute. April 2014. “This set of blog posts offer a number of perspectives on this topic
which may be helpful in both policy and scholarly work. The following three chapters
cover selected posts on Population Health Outcomes, The Multiple Determinants of
Population Health, and Population Health Resources and Policy.” Read more

Improving Tax Fairness with a State Earned Income Tax Credit. Insitute on Taxation
and Economic Policy. May 2014. “The simplest, most effective, and most targeted way to
begin to counteract regressive state tax codes is a refundable state Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC). Twenty-five states and the District of Columbia already have some
version of a state EITC. Each one is modeled on the federal credit, making it easy for
taxpayers to claim and simple for state tax officials to administer. This report explains
how all states — even those who already have some form of the credit — can use the state
EITC as a tool for improving the fairness of their state tax code.” Read more

Maternity and Paternity at Work: Law and Practice Across the World. International
Labour Organization. 5/14/2014. “This report provides a picture of where we stand and
what we have learned so far about maternity and paternity rights across the world. It
offers a rich international comparative analysis of law and practice relating to maternity
protection at work in 185 countries and territories, comprising leave, cash benefits,
employment protection and non-discrimination, health protection, breastfeeding
arrangements at work and childcare.” Read more

Sustained Gains: Year Up’s Continued Impact on Young Adults’ Earnings. Economic
Mobility Corporation. May 2014. “The historically high unemployment rate among the
nation’s youth has led to calls for national policy initiatives to help young adults gain
skills and enter the labor market. One organization that has garnered significant
attention is Year Up, which provides young people ages 18 to 24 from low-income urban
communities with a combination of training, work experience, college credit, and
ongoing support from counselors and mentors. This report presents updated results on
young people’s employment and educational outcomes four years after study
enrollment.” Read more

The Debt Disparity: What Drives Credit Card Debt in America. Demos—public policy
organization. 5/1/2014. “Contrary to popular belief, we find little evidence that
households with credit card debt are less responsible in their spending habits than
households that do not have accumulated debt. Instead, we see that, among similarly
situated low- and middle-income households of working age, factors like education, value
of assets to fall back on, insurance coverage and whether a household member has lost a
job are among the foremost predictors of whether a household will accumulate credit
card debt.” Read more

Wisconsin Poverty Report. UW Institute for Research on Poverty & Wi Community
Action Program Association. May 2014. “Our key finding is that jobs, earnings, and
wages are beginning to rise again in Wisconsin, lessening the impact of the safety net on
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poverty as benefits are lower because of higher earnings. Still, in times of need, a safety
net that enhances low earnings for families with children, puts food on the table, and
encourages self-reliance—as Wisconsin’s safety net does—makes a big difference in
combatting poverty as the labor market slowly rebounds.” Read more

Young Adults, Student Debt and Economic Well-Being. Pew Research Center. 5/14/2014.
“Student debt burdens are weighing on the economic fortunes of younger Americans, as
households headed by young adults owing student debt lag far behind their peers in
terms of wealth accumulation, according to a new Pew Research Center analysis of
government data.” See data and graphs here

Research & Papers:

Obesity and Economic Environments. A Cancer Journal for Clinicians. 5/22/2014. “This
review summarizes current understanding of economic factors during the obesity
epidemic and dispels some widely held, but incorrect, beliefs. See paper here

Racial Bias in Driver Yielding Behavior at Crosswalks. Portland State University.
“Results revealed that Black pedestrians were passed by twice as many cars and
experienced wait times that were 32% longer than White pedestrians. Results support
the hypothesis that minority pedestrians experience discriminatory treatment by
drivers.” See study here

Websites & Grants:

Be our Voice. Robert Wood Johnson Foundation & National Institute for Children’s
Health Quality. The project aims to contribute to reversing the childhood obesity trend
across the nation by training and supporting healthcare professionals and other leaders
in becoming advocates for better policies and changes within their own communities.
See tools here

Community Commons (NEW DATA). Mapping: Access to Primary Care Physicians. See
data here

Community Commons (NEW DATA). Mapping: Rural vs. Urban Childhood Poverty. See
data here

Webinars, Recordings & Videos:

Obesity Trends (slideset). University of Illinois—At Urbana-Champaign. See slides here

Social Capital & Health. Harvard Public Health Magazine Extra. April 2014. “Roseto,
Pennsylvania was settled by Italian immigrants who were found to have astonishingly
low rates of heart disease in the 1950s. Ichiro Kawachi, chair of Harvard School of Public
Health's Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences, explains why Roseto is a
cautionary tale in regards to social capital and a recession.” Watch here

The Facts on Inequality, Wealth, Income and Working May Surprise You. Brookings
Institute. 5/21/2014. “Economic issues are prolific in the public sphere, from taxes and
inequality, to jobs and productivity and more...How can a person make sense of the
terms and of the discussion? One way is to talk to an economist, like Gary Burtless, a
senior fellow in the Economic Studies Program at Brookings. In this podcast, he offers
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his expertise to explain issues such as middle-class income gains, wealth distribution and
Piketty's book in ways that both surprise and enlighten.

The New Black. California Newsreel. May 2014. “This award-winning documentary
boldly examines the controversial and challenging issues facing African American
communities on gay civil rights, campaigns for/against marriage equality and in
particular the role of faith institutions. The film makes a compelling case that the fight
for LGBT rights in black communities is an extension of the Black Freedom Struggle.”

See clip here

Work Support Strategies. 5/14/2014. “Olivia Golden, executive director of the Center for
Law and Social Policy (CLASP) discusses work support strategies. Olivia defines work
support strategies; shares examples of how states are implementing strategies; and
lessons learned by sites across the country.” Watch here

Conferences & Presentations:

More Than Skin Deep: Uprooting White Privilege and White Supremacy One Cell at a
Time—A Three Day Institute. Aug 1-3, 2014. Minneapolis, MN. “This three-day institute
is for White people who already have an understanding of Race, Racism and particularly
Whiteness (RRW), and who want to learn more about how to dismantle Whiteness
(White Privilege and White Supremacy) through embodiment work, education, visioning
and practical action.” Register here

Racial Justice Summit. YWCA-Madison. Oct 2-3, 2014. Call for proposals here!

7™ Annual Health Impact Assessment Practitioners Summer Training Course. Health
Impact Project. Oakland, CA. July 14-17, 2014. Register here

Contact: Carly Hood, MPA, MPH UW-Madison Population Health Service Fellow

chood@wisc.edu ¥ @cm_hood
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